Report on the Select Board Meeting of May 26, 2026
Prepared by Alison Freeman

Note: These are not official minutes -- -- just notes taken by me. Official minutes will be available from the
Town Office and will be posted on the Town web site following Board approval at the next meeting.

Please email me at news@singingbridge.net with any questions, comments, or requests to subscribe to the list.
To unsubscribe, simply follow the instructions at the bottom of this email.

These notes, and the full agenda with the packet for the meeting, are available at SingingBridge.net as a PDF

Recordings of Select Board meetings are available on the Town’s YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@GeorgetownME

The Meeting: The meeting was conducted as a Zoom hybrid. Select Board Members Aria Eee, Katie Goodwin,
and Kathy Gravino, and Town Administrator Tyler Washburn were together in the Town Office. There were 15
members of the public in attendance in person or on Zoom.

The minutes of the meeting of May12" and May 21%, 2026, were approved.

Most Important/Interesting Items: In my judgment, the following items were the most important things covered
during the meeting.

e The Town Warrant was approved for Town Meeting which is on June 13", The full text will be
available on the Town website soon

e The DRAFT Working Waterfront Ordinance was removed from the warrant. The Selectboard plans
to issue a Working Waterfront Proclamation at a future meeting after Town Meeting. The Working
Waterfront Workgroup agrees with this decision

e The Town Office will be CLOSED on election day June 9, 2026

e The Ordinance Hearing started at 6:30pm and ran until about 9:15pm. Many excellent questions
were asked. There were 32 people in person and on Zoom. The meeting was recorded and will be
available on the Town’s YouTube channel soon. The Select Board meeting ended at 10:08pm last
night so please be patient with the staff

Correspondence:

The Town Administrator reported on correspondence received. For a complete listing of this correspondence,
see the Meeting Agenda on the Town website. Members of the public may come to the Town Office to read the
correspondence items listed here.

The most interesting items were:
e DMR - Warning Letter re: Shellfish Fees
e Letter from Pam Gunnell re: Short Term Rentals

e Updated Transfer Station Brochure
e Election Information from the Town Clerk


mailto:news@singingbridge.net
https://www.youtube.com/@GeorgetownME

Upcoming Events/Dates:

Wednesday, May 27 — Recreation Committee— 6:30pm - HYBRID

Thursday, May 28 — Board of Appeals Public Hearing — 7pm — HYBIRD

Monday, June 1 — Candidates’ Night — 6:30pm ZOOM

Tuesday, June 2 — Recreation Committee — 6pm — HYBRID

Wednesday, June 3 — Planning Board — 7pm — HYBIRD

Thursday, June 4th — Shellfish Committee — 4pm — HYBRID*

Monday, June 8 — Conservation Commission — 6pm — ZOOM

Monday, June 8 — Fire Department Business Meeting — 7pm — IN PESON
Tuesday, June 9 — Election Day polls open 8am to 8pm at Georgetown Central School Gym
Tuesday, June 9 — Select Board Meeting — 6:30pm - HYBRID

Thursday, June 11 — Solid Waste Management Committee — 7pm ZOOM
Saturday, June 13 — Annual Town Meeting

Tuesday, June 16 — Town Owned Property Management Board — 4pm — HYBRID*
Wednesday, June 17 — School Committee — 5pm - HYBRID

Wednesday, June 17 — Planning Board — 7pm — HYBRID

Tuesday, June 23 — Select Board — 6:30pm — HYBRID

The next meeting of the Select Board will be at 7 PM on Tuesday, June 9. The public is welcome to attend in
person or on ZOOM. E-mail gtwnme@hotmail.com for the ZOOM code to join the meeting no later than 2pm
that day. The agenda and meeting packet are available, usually the Monday before a meeting, at:
https://www.georgetownme.com/?page_id=6611

Prepared and distributed by Alison Freeman


mailto:gtwnme@hotmail.com
https://www.georgetownme.com/?page_id=6611





































May 19, 2025
Dear Selectbhoard Members,

| am writing this now that the dust has settled somewhat from the decision to stop the
proposed STR ordinance. This is my personal perspective as one who was on the Planning
Board during the time the STR ordinance was researched and drafted and who was in favor
of such an ordinance. Although this is a critique of what happened, it is not intended to

alienate anyone.

On April 14th, the selectboard, with no public comment, made the decision to tabie the STR
ordinance and not place it on the June town warrant. At the same meeting, the selecthoard
cancelled an STR ordinance informational night scheduled for April 28th. These decisions
came one week after a selecthoard meeting where a group of people spoke in opposition to
the ordinance and approximately two weeks after the selectboard received many letters
opposing the ordinance. To this day, the Planning Board and the community have never
received any information from the selectboard about whether they plan to revisit the STR

ordinance,

My overarching concern is the selectboard’s decision to table the ordinance so quickly and
halt the planned public review process. Had the community informational night gone
forward, many misconceptions about the ordinance would have been corrected.
Furthermore, had the select board stayed the course, a more balanced community
conversation would have occurred because a much wider range of voices would have been
heard. Halting the review of the ordinance midstream, made it certain that only some

voices were heard.

The opposition to the ordinance came in a short period of time so it seemed intense. It also
came largely from those with direct financial ties to STRs. This is not intended as a
criticism, but rather an observation that STR owners have a shared interest and, therefore,
were able to organize quickly. In contrast, community members who may have supported
the ordinance did not represent a similarly identifiable group, and more time may have

allowed those opinions to surface. It is noteworthy that the STR survey had an impressive



response rate and showed that a majority of citizens were in favor of some type of STR

regulation.,

The development of the STR ordinance by the Planning Board was a deliberate process over
the last 16 months with direction from the select board at each step along the way. First,
writing & town wide survey about STRs and compiling that data. Second, a lengthy review
and comparison of STR ordinances from other towns in Maine. And last, the rather
demanding process of drafting the ordinance itself. All of this required many extra
meetings of the Planning Board to accomplish. At any time, the selectboard could have

changed the scope of the ordinance or stopped it, but they did not.

| personally would not have been troubled at all, if the ordinance had ultimately been voted
down at town meeting because that outcome would have reflected a full community-wide
deliberation. Unfortunately, the decision to prematurely halt the public review denied the

town the opportunity to fully engage in and vote on an important policy issue.

f look forward to the upcoming joint meeting of the Selectboard and Planning Board where

we can discuss this further.
Sincerely,

Pam Gunnell



What is NOT accepted at the TS?

The TS is a Solid Waste Facility.

We cannot accept liquids of any kind.

A few drops of cooking oil in the bottom of a container are

fine, but a gallon of cooking oil is not acceptable.

Please ask an attendant for a current list of places

that accept these items:

o (arrosive, foxic, or flammable materials such as fuels,
motor oil, oil-based paint, paint thinner, aerosol paint,
pesticides, pool chemicals, or solvents,

e Al liquid paints: latex, primers, stains, sealers, clear
coatings such os shellac or varnish
Visit PaintCare.org for information on disposal eptions

o Unexploded fireworks or ammunition

o Refrigerators/dehumidifiers {because they contain
refrigerants such as Frean or CFCs)

»  Furniture containing springs; mattresses, box springs,

futons, uphelstered chairs, sofas, or seat cushions

Drywall

Tires

Lead Acid Batteries (car, boat, lawn tractor)

Brush, leaves, iree waste, o fireploce ash

s Animal carcasses

Items we accept as trash, but can be recycled elsewhere

» Styrofoam packing peanuts

o Asphalt shingles

o  Plastic bags - collection bins af large stores

+* & @

Household Hazardous Waste

HHW Collection days typically occur in Bath (May) and
Brunswick {October). Preregistration is required.

Please, ask an attendant for details ar other options.
Hazardous waste from businesses is not accepted at
Household Hazardous Waste collection events. Pleose
contact the Maine Department of Environmental
Protection {DEP) Hazardous Waste Staff at (207) 287-7688
or visit Maine.gov for information about rules for Small
Quantity Hozardous Waste Generators.

Transfer Station Map
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The TS is funded hy Georgetown taxpayers and is for use
by Georgetown residents only. Permit sticker required.

Vehicles with frailers whose combined length exceeds

34 feet cannot be accommodated at the Bulky Waste and
Household Waste containers. For the safety of your fellow
residents, please consider diverting to The Bath Landfill
or Casella in West Bath because they are designed to
handle large vehicles and trailers.

The Bath Landfill will, for a fee, accept many of the
items the Georgetown Transfer Station cannot accept.
Hours: Monday - Friday 7:30 AM - 4 PM

Located on Detritus Drive at the north end af High Street
in Bath. 207-443-8356

Casella West Bath ME Transfer Station will, for o
fee, accept many items at 64 Arthur J Reno Sr Rd West
Bath off State Road.

Georgetown
Transfer Station
and Recycling Center
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The Georgetown Transfer Station
64 Bay Point RD Geargetown, ME 04548
207-371-2148 (During hoors of operation)
http://www.georgetownme.com

The Transfer Station (TS) is open on Wednesday,
Saturday, Sunday, Memorial Day, and Labor Day.

Hours of operution: 9 am to 4 Pm {compactor clases 3:50pm)
At the discretion of the TS Manager the TS may be closed

due ta emergency or weather events. If Georgetown
Schaols are dosed it is likely the TS will also be closed.

A current (green} TS permit sticker is required
for entry. Permit stickers are available at the Town
Office on request with proaf of residence. Permit stickers
must be displayed on vehicles or in their windows to gain
access to the Transfer Station. Tawn Office 207-371-2820.
Unauthorized entry or use of the Transfer Station outside
af the regular posted hours of operation shall constitute
Trespass. Security cameras are in use.

No waste generated outside Geargetown will be accepted.

Effective March 2026



What CAN be recycled in Georgetown? Ask an attendant if you have questions or need assistance

Corrugated Cardboard Container
« Flattened cerrugated
tardboard boxes
« Brown paper bags
(orrugated cardbaord is a high
value commodity. Please help
preserve thot value by tearing off oil-soaked sections of
pizzo boxes.
NO non-corrvgated cordboard, NO Styrofeam, NO plasti,
NO bags, or ather pocking materiols

Metals Area Please speak to an attendont hefore

driving down to the metal pile.

For safety's sake do not throw metal items across the

bulky container into the metol pile.

« Items with engines must be completely empty of oil
and gas

« Applionces with exceptions. NO refrigerators or
dehumidifiers because they contain refrigerants such
as Freon or CFCs. Ask an attendant about proper
disposol of items containing refrigerants

«  Small metal auto parts, strapping, window frames,
screens, satellite dishes, wire, lawn furniture

»  Wire lobster traps. Please remove bricks and nets,
then crush the trap

» EMPTY and DRY metal paint cans or spray cans

« Please remove as much non-metal material from
items before putting them in the metal pile {e.g. vinyl
or web straps on a folding chair)

Cans - place cans & deon aluminum foil in the barrel
labeled tin cans

Glass - seporate into barrels labeled for clear, green, or
other gloss. Please discard other colors.
NO Pyrex, broken glass, windows, or safety glass

Please rinse all cans, glass & plastic

Plastics - Pleose refer to container labels for details.
Place your plastics in the appropriate contoiner. Look for

the PET symbol on each item. &
Plostics are to be separated into: ‘2 ‘

o #2colored a
= #72translucent or neutral (no color, see through)
« Large rigid plastic (seosonal)

N0 Styrofoam, NO feam meat trays,

N0 plastic bags even if it has o PET number

NO returnables

Please see an attendant regarding seasonal collection of
large rigid plastic toys, buckets, and bins.

Mixed Paper and Newspaper Container

» White or colored poper, magazines, catalogs, flyers,
folders, brochures, calendars, junk mail, and
envelopes with plastic windows

o Non-corrugated cardboard such as cereal boxes, egg
cartens, ond pasta boxes with plastic windows

o Newsprint and all inserts included within o
newspaper

» Shredded paper CONTAINED in a PAPER bag

« Brown paper bags

» (lean waxed cartens (juice, milk, or ice cream)

» Some books {when in doubt ask an ettendant)

NO plastic bags, plostic wrap, hot beverage cups, Tyvek,

aluminized bags/wroppers, glitter, ribbon, envelopes

lined with bubble wrap, or plastic lined or coated hags or

boxes.

Food waste and plastic or wax coatings or linings

contaminate the recyclables and lower their

value. Please ask!

Tips:  Pre-sort recyclables. This will speed things up ot the TS

Compaost kitchen waste! This material is heavy and

expensive fo discard. Your garden will reward you, too.
https:/fwww_cityofbathmaine.gov/composting

Universal Waste Shed
Universal Waste (UW) must be handled properly by an
ottendant.

Universal Waste includes:

» Electronic devices such as computers, televisions,
sterea equipment, printers, DVYD/VHS players

o fluorescent bulbs and CFLs

o P(B ballasts from alder fluorescent fixtures

o Mercury-added devices such as thermostats or
thermometers

« Household batteries
+ rechargeable, single use lithium, or button
e alkaline or heavy-duty batteries

Please give Universal Waste to an attendant.

Recycling in Georgetown

Why recycle? It costs less!

Recycling saves you, the 1axpayer, money. It costs af least
4 times more to send recyclable waste to the landfill than
it does to send it to a recycling facility.
Georgetawn pays one flat fee per year for all our
recyclables. The annual fee for one year of recycling is less
than what we pay each month to send our trash to the Bath
landfill. When you throw out recyclable materials with your
hausehold waste you are casting yourself, and your fellow
taxpayers, money.

Reuse It! Shop the Georgetown Mall
Satisfaction guaranteed or twice your gorbage back!
You can leave, or take, reusable goods thot are in good

working order such as furniture, tools, clothes, books,
toys, housewore, flotware, dishes, and sewing, hobby,

or croft materials.

Please respect the Mall. Keep it safe for children!
N food, liguids, flemmables, hazardous/toxic chemicals,
elecironic devices, light bulbs, or shorp obfects






























William E. Van Tuinen

Tax Assessment Services
1049 East Madison Road
Madison, Maine 04950

Telephone and Fax 207-474-8866
E-mail bvt12851@gmail.com

May 18, 2026

Mr. Tyler Washbum
Administrative Assistant
Town of Georgetown
Town Office

P.O. Box 436

Georgetown, Maine 04548

Re: Proposal for Assessment Services for Fiscal Year July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027
Dear Mr. Washburn:

I propose to perform tax assessment services for Georgetown for the next fiscal year for
an amount not to exceed $25,000.

This price excludes tax appeal work that goes beyond the jurisdiction of the Town, such
as the County Board of Property Tax Review, the State Board of Property Tax Review, or
appeals to the courts.

It also excludes boat transportation, if needed, to any istands. If that is needed, it will be
provided by the Town or will be billed as an extra item.

Feel free to contact me with any questions.

Yours truly,
William Van Tuinen

William Van Tuinen





