
Report on the Selectboard Meeting of November 20, 2023 
Prepared by Alison Freeman 

Note: These are not official minutes -- -- just notes taken by me. Official minutes will be available from the 
Town Office and will be posted on the Town web site following Board approval at the next meeting.  
Please email me at news@singingbridge.net with any questions, comments, or requests to subscribe to the list. 
To unsubscribe, simply follow the instructions at the bottom of this email. 
These notes, and the full agenda for the meeting, are available at SingingBridge.net as a PDF. 
Recordings of Selectboard meetings are available on the Town’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/@GeorgetownME 
The Meeting: The meeting was conducted as a Zoom hybrid. Selectboard Member Jon Collins, Town 
Administrator Tyler Washburn, and Finance Director Mary McDonald were together in the Town Office. 
Selectboard Members Bronwen Tudor and Rich Donaldson were on Zoom. There were 12, members of the 
public in attendance on Zoom. 
The minutes of the meeting of October 24, 2023 were approved. They will be posted on the Town website. 
Most Important/Interesting Items: In my judgment, the following items were the most important things covered 
during the meeting. 

• This meeting was rescheduled from 11/14 when the meeting was disrupted by a power and internet 
outage shortly after the meeting began 

• Bill Van Tuinen, Assessing Agent, provided an update to the Board at 7:15pm regarding the 
proposed paper valuation. He explained what the coefficient of dispersion is and why the diversity of 
properties in Georgetown makes it difficult to reach the goal of 20 in the current valuation, the 
proposed paper valuation, or a full reevaluation. Recordings of Selectboard meetings are available 
on the Town’s YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@GeorgetownME 

• After much discussion the Selectboard (SB) approved a motion to keep the current property 
valuation and include a note with the property tax bills explaining that the valuation will be adjusted 
in 2024. The SB will set the mil rate at the 11/28 meeting. The SB understands this is a very 
complex subject and intends to hold an informational session in the new year. It was mentioned 
several times that at Town Meeting the citizens approved a 2023-2024 Town Budget that increased 
after many years of a flat budget. Property taxes will show an increase this year to cover the 
approved budget whether using the current property valuation or if the paper valuation had been 
used 

• Ole Jaeger has stepped down as the chair of the Board of Appeals. Aria Eee will take over as chair. 
The Selectboard expressed their gratitude to Ole for his years of service 

Correspondence: 
The Town Administrator reported on correspondence received. For a complete listing of this correspondence, 
see the Meeting Agenda on the Town website. 
The most interesting items were: 

• Letter from FEMA re: upcoming risk mapping assessment in St. George / Sheepscot Watershed 
• State of Maine Revenue Svcs. – Certified Letter re: Personal Property Taxes* 
• October Incident Report from Sagadahoc County Sheriff’s Office* 
• Maine Municipal Health Trust – Letter updating rates* 
• Funding Requests 

• Letter from LifeFlight of Maine requesting funding 
• Letter form NewHope of MidCoast Maine requesting funding 

• Tedford Housing’s Fall 2023 Newsletter 

mailto:news@singingbridge.net
https://www.youtube.com/@GeorgetownME
https://www.youtube.com/@GeorgetownME


Public Comment: 

• Pamela Gunnell expressed concern about the fairness of Georgetown’s property valuation. Her 
comment was well researched and complex. It can be seen in full on the recorded meeting on the 
Town’s YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@GeorgetownME 

• Alison Freeman spoke regarding an incident that occurred at the Transfer Station (TS) in October. 
She referenced a letter the Solid Waste Committee (SWC) sent to the Selectboard (SB) to express 
their dismay that the SB did not show more support for the staff at the TS in a letter the SB sent to 
the citizens involved in the incident. Alison said “If we allow angry, aggressive behavior to stand 
without reprisal it will become the norm. Let us instead nurture the kindness and respect shown by 
the TS staff in an effort to resolve the situation when it began.” (the SWC’s letter will be included in 
the minutes from this meeting when they are approved and posted) 

• Aria Eee thanked Sharon & Bob Trabona for the gift of a Christmas tree for the 12/16 harbor event 
• Bob Trabona expressed gratitude for Ole Jaeger’s years of service to the Town. He also expressed 

concern that the Selectboard’s decision to hold off on revaluation would result in a reduction in 
homestead and veteran’s exemptions in a year when taxes will increase because of the increase in the 
Town’s budget 

• Chris Martin thanked the Selectboard for their due diligence on the property tax valuation issue 
Upcoming Events/Dates: 
TOPMB Tuesday, November 21  4:00pm IN PERSON 
Select Board  Tuesday, November 28  7:00pm HYBRID 
 
The next meeting of the Selectboard will be at 7 PM on Tuesday, November 28. The public is welcome to 
attend on ZOOM. E-mail gtwnme@hotmail.com for the ZOOM code to join the meeting no later than 2pm that 
day. 
Prepared and distributed by Alison Freeman 
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    Agenda November 20, 2023 

 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN OF GEORGETOWN 
Agenda for Monday, November 20, 2023 at 7:00 pm    

Hybrid meeting held via ZOOM for public and at the Town Office for SB Members who wish.  

Please email gtwnme@hotmail.com for the ZOOM login info. 

*indicates copy provided to Selectmen 

INDICATES THE NEED FOR A MOTION TO APPROVE 

Call to order:  

 

Public comment:   

 

Items to be added to agenda (if approved by chair and board):  

 

Scheduled appointments:  

• 7:15pm Update from Bill Van Tuinen, Assessing Agent (see Assessing items) 

  

Minutes:   

• Minutes of October 24th Meeting for review and approval* 

 

Review: 

• October 31 Financials*  

 

Assessing items:  

• Bill Van Tuinen will provide an update to the Board at 7:15pm (see scheduled appointments 

above) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Correspondence:  

• Letter from FEMA re: upcoming risk mapping assessment in St. George / Sheepscot Watershed 

• State of Maine Revenue Svcs. – Certified Letter re: Personal Property Taxes* 

• October Incident Report from Sagadahoc County Sheriff’s Office* 

• Bulletin from MMA re: General Assistance Training 

• Maine Municipal Health Trust – Letter updating rates* 

• Funding Requests 

o Letter from LifeFlight of Maine requesting funding  

o Letter form NewHope of MidCoast Maine requesting funding  

• Tedford Housing’s Fall 2023 Newsletter 

 

Other Correspondence: none 

 

Continuing Items: Nothing to report as of now. 

 

Town Administrator Update 

• Site Visit 11/9 

• Site Visit 11/14 

• MacMahan Update 

• Town Website Update 

• Town Calendar Update 

mailto:gtwnme@hotmail.com


   

    Agenda November 20, 2023 

 

• Election Update 

• Other / TBD 

 

Finance Director Update 

 

Committee Updates: 

Minutes:  

Membership:  

Liaison Updates:  

• Mr. Collins: 

• Mr. Donaldson: 

• Ms. Tudor:  

 

Board Member Updates: 

• Mr. Collins: 

• Mr. Donaldson: 

• Ms. Tudor:  

 

Old Business:  

• Decision of whether to complete the paper revaluation* 

o If yes to the above item, set date for special meeting to set a mil rate and commit taxes 

o If no to the above item, decision to set a mil rate and commit taxes 

• Retroactive Appointment of Sharon Trabona as Warden for 11/8/23 election  

• Retroactive Appointment of Catherine Collins as an Election Clerk for the 11/8/23 election  

 

New Business: 

• Replacement of the Town Administrator’s Computer  

 

Items For Signature:  

• Appointment Certificate of Sharon Trabona as Warden  

• Appointment Certificate of Catherine Collins as an Election Clerk  
 

Public comment: 

Executive Session: 1 M.R.S.A. Section 405(6)(A) – Personnel Matter  

Adjournment:  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS/ EVENTS:    

Select Board    Tuesday, November 14     7:00pm HYBRID 

DMR PUBLIC HEARING      Wednesday, November 15            1:00-4:00pm IN PERSON 

Friends of Reid                Wednesday, November 15              4:00pm IN PERSON 

School Committee              Wednesday, November 15                5:00pm HYBRID 

Planning Board   Wednesday, November 15                   7:00pm HYBRID 

TOPMB                         Tuesday, November 21                        4:00pm IN PERSON 

Select Board                   Tuesday, November 28                        7:00pm HYBRID 
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